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Seymour S. Kety was a physician and neuroscientist of great distinction. His impact on both the dynamics and imaging of cerebral blood flow and metabolism, as well as the nature-nurture controversy about the etiology of schizophrenia, led to his receiving the Lasker Award in 1999. He died at the age of 84 in the year 2000, leaving medical research, and psychiatric genetics in particular, a bountiful legacy of rich science, thoughtful critiques and prophesies about hypotheses from the past and well into the future. Reviewed in this paper is a tribute to his work as presented during the VIIIth World Congress of Psychiatric Genetics in Versailles, France, August 2000.